June 10, 2003

that the privileged few are more impor-
tant than the 12 million children who
are left out of the Republican tax cut.
That is just plain wrong.

Voices across the Nation are speak-
ing out, and they are speaking out
loudly, and in overwhelming numbers
they are in support of increasing the
child tax credit and making it perma-
nent, especially for those 12 million
children who were left out of the recent
tax package.
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That is why President Bush is finally
urging the House to follow suit with
the other body so he can sign legisla-
tion that will restore tax credits for
lower income families and put this bad
and actually embarrassing decision be-
hind him. Why is the Republican lead-
ership dragging their feet here in the
House when we can help American fam-
ilies now?

Well, Mr. Speaker, | know it is im-
portant that we swiftly extend the
child tax credit to lower-income fami-
lies. It should not, however, be part of
another broad package that extends
even more benefits to the wealthy.

We must pass a clean bill, a bill that
solves the injustice that has been done
to these hard-working families. Our
priority should be the 12 million for-
gotten children, not more tax breaks
for the rich.

Mr. Speaker, how am | supposed to
go back to my district and tell a moth-
er from Santa Rosa, California, located
in the 6th Congressional district of
California that | represent, just north
of San Francisco across the Golden
Gate Bridge, tell her that according to
the House Republican leadership that
her job at Head Start does not con-
tribute enough into the tax system to
deserve an increase through the child
tax credit? This mother, whose name is
Cori, is the head of one of the 6.5 mil-
lion families that pays Federal, State,
and local taxes; yet she has been left
out of the recent increase to the child
tax credit. Cori overcame the obstacles
of being a single parent. She did it
without a support system and she did it
with very little money. After turning
to the Head Start program for help, she
went back to school and became a Head
Start teacher to give back to the pro-
gram that she thought and felt and
knew saved her.

How do | explain to Cori that her
hard work is not worth rewarding, that
she does not give enough to the system
to deserve a break? | ask my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle where is
the compassion for Cori and her chil-
dren?

It is time that we help working fami-
lies like Cori so they can balance their
responsibilities of earning a living and
meeting family demands. Our priority
today should be expanding the child
tax credit for lower-income families.
Passing it can be the first step in re-
versing a very serious wrong.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to restore
compassion to our Nation’s families,
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rather than our Nation’s millionaires.
American families need to know we
have not forgotten them. The 12 mil-
lion children that have been ignored by
the Republican leadership need to
know that they are important.

I demand that the Republican leader-
ship in the House act now and extend
the child tax credit to those who need
it the most: our children. Our children,
25 percent of our Nation, 100 percent of
our future.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FEENEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

AMERICA OPPOSES THE REPUB-
LICAN “LEAVE 12 MILLION CHIL-
DREN BEHIND” ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to-
night to protest the Republicans’ tax
cut bill, the Leave 12 Million Children
Behind Act.

Soon after this tax bill was passed, it
was discovered that the Republicans
deliberately chose to drop a provision
that would have helped 12 million chil-
dren living in moderate-income work-
ing families. Among these children left
behind are 1 million children of active
duty military.

Mr. Speaker, let me make this clear.
Leaving 12 million children behind was
not a last-minute oversight; it was a
deliberate decision by the Republicans.
As our Nation struggles through a
Bush recession, Congress has a respon-
sibility to do what is right for families
who may need a little extra help, and it
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is obvious that the Republicans are
shirking this responsibility.

The most shocking part of the Re-
publican decision is its impact on fami-
lies in the military. Many enlisted men
and women make far less than $26,000
per year. As a result, their children
will not be eligible for the family tax
credit. It is clear from this callous de-
nial of assistance that the Republicans’
priorities lie with tax cuts for the
wealthy, not with the livelihoods of
working families and our servicemen
and women in the armed services.
These priorities are clearly out of step
with the American people.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats are working
to help these families. Democrats have
introduced legislation that restores
these benefits to all working families
and ensures that our men and women
in the military are not denied tax relief
while they are fighting in Iraq.

However, the Republican majority re-
fuses to even consider this legislation.
According to the Republican majority
leader, ““There’s a lot of things,” he
says, ‘‘that are more important than
that.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, | disagree; and |
join my Democratic colleagues today
to once again urge the Republican lead-
ership to restore the child tax credit to
all working families. Democrats will
continue to fight so Congress can fulfill
its promise to truly leave no child be-
hind.

———————

AERONAUTICS INDUSTRY FACING
IMPORTANT CHALLENGES AF-
FECTING AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, | come to-
night to address an emerging issue that
Congress is going to need to deal with,
and that is the challenges to one of our
most important industries in America,
and that is the aeronautics industry.

Right now this portion of our econ-
omy from an export standpoint is prob-
ably the most successful in our econ-
omy, and a large percentage of our ex-
port surplus, to the extent it exists,
arises from our exports of airplanes.
The company, largely located in my
neck of the woods in Washington State,
Boeing, is the largest net exporter of
products in our country and is the larg-
est contributor to a potential surplus
that we have; and it has over 150,000
employees and 26,000 suppliers that are
located in all 50 States. This is an in-
dustry of enormous importance to our
trade balance and to job creation in
this Nation.

But unfortunately, because of the un-
toward practices of some European na-
tions associated with Airbus, that in-
dustry is threatened; and it is threat-
ened because contrary to well-accepted
trading rules in a rules-based trading
relationship, Airbus is taking advan-
tage of a significant number of na-
tional subsidies for their program.
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